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First Board Meeting                                                                                                                                           AIT Conference Centre                                                                                                                                 20 January 2010



Minutes

	Present

Mr. Apichai Sunchindah (Board Chair), GTZ
Dato’ Dr. Ahamed bin Sipon, SEAMEO Secretariat

Dr. Donald Tambunan, The ASEAN Secretariat
Dr. Francois Loriot, AIFOMD
Dr. Gotham Arya, Mahidol University

Dr. Hanifa Mezoui, Permanent Representative to the United Nations and ECOSOC

Prof. Said Irandoust, AIT President
Prof. Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai,VPRD, AIT

Prof. Jayant Routray, ARCMDG, AIT
Prof. Ajit P. Annachhatre, AIT-UN Office

Mr. Börje Wallberg, Yunus Center at AIT 
Dr. Jonathan Shaw, AIT Extension, AIT
Ms. Leena Wokeck, Asian Center for CSR at AIT 
Ms. Nanako Tsukahara (Representative of Mr. Minar Pimple), United Nations  Millennium Campaign
Mr. Voravate Chonlasin, AIT Extension, AIT
Ms. Mahbooba Amin, ARCMDG, AIT

Ms. Jagriti Shankar, ARCMDG, AIT

	
	
	Apologies

Dr. Jean D’Cunha, UNIFEM  

Mr. Minar Pimple, United Nations Millennium Campaign
Dr. Piniti Ratananukul, Higher Education Commission, Thailand

Mr. Nico Barito, Honorary Consul , The Republic of Seychelles
Dr. Lal Samarakoon, GIC, AIT




INTRODUCTION
The Board Meeting of the ARCMDG was held on 20 January 2010 in AITCC (Room B 206) during 9-12 hr. The distinguished members of the ARCMDG Board, Mr. Apichai Sunchindah, Dato’ Dr. Ahamed bin Sipon, Dr. Donald Tambunan, Dr. Francois Loriot, Dr. Gothom Arya, Dr. Hanifa Mezoui, and Ms. Nanako Tsukahara (Representing Mr. Minar Pimple) attended the meeting.  AIT President Prof. Said Irandoust, VPRD Prof. Worsak Kanok-Nukulchai, Prof. Jayant K Routray (Director of the ARCMDG) also attended this meeting along with ARCMDG Staff Mahbooba Amin (Program Officer, ARCMDG), Jagriti Shankar (Program officer, ARCMDG) and special invitees from AIT - Dr. Jonathan Shaw (Director, AIT Extension), Mr. Borje Wallberg (Director, Yunus Center), Prof. Ajit P. Annachhatre (Director, AIT-UNO Office), Ms. Leena Wokeck (Director, ACCSR). The Meeting adopted the agenda as appear in ANNEX 1.

AGENDA 1. Welcome and Opening Remarks by Prof. Said Irandoust, President of AIT
Prof. Irandoust welcomed and extended the greetings to the members of the Board. He also gave an overview of the current situation of AIT highlighting on AIT strategy 2013, the developments about new charter of AIT, and stressed on the need for a new financial model including Public Private Partnerships (PPP) for sustainable growth and development of AIT. He also mentioned about the role and potential contribution of ARCMDG in close collaboration with other centers at AIT such as ACCSR, Yunus Center, SDCC, and CLIQE through education and training for advancing the cause of MDGs in the ASEAN region and beyond.      
AGENDA 2. Brief Introduction of Members
The Members of the Board briefly introduced themselves.
AGENDA 3. Establishment of the ARCMDG Board Chairperson

Prof. Irandoust nominated Mr. Apichai Sunchindah for the position of ARCMDG Board Chair, which was seconded by Dr. Ahmad, Dr. Tambunan and Dr. Hanifa. Mr.  Sunchindah accepted the proposal and then conducted the proceedings of the Board Meeting as the Chair. 

AGENDA 4. Presentation of the 2008-09 Report of the ARCMDG by the Director
Prof. Routray, Director of the ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence on MDGs (ARCMDG) presented the report for the year 2008-09 and highlighted the activities undertaken so far. The center was created in May 2008 following the ASEAN Regional Roundtable on “ECOSOC’s Promotion and Achievement of Millennium Development Goals through Education and Outreach” which was held during 24 and 25 March 2008  at Asian Institute of Technology (AIT). The joint declaration issued by  the Heads of the State/Government at the 14th Summit of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) on 1 March 2009 at Hua Hin in Thailand has reaffirmed the commitment for attaining the Millennium Development Goals by sharing information, experiences and best practices among the member states through relevant ASEAN bodies as well as through the ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence on MDGs at AIT and other regional institutions. 
Mission and Objectives: The mission and objectives of the center were presented. The mission is to catalyze the achievements of the MDGs in the ASEAN region through capacity building, education and research programs, coupled with consulting and advising services, networking and partnership building activities. The center works in close collaboration with national, regional and international organizations, inclusive of civil societies and non-governmental organizations. The objectives are to popularize the MDGs, to develop and offer pedagogical modules,  educational materials and tools for  MDGs training, to help establish National Centers of Excellence in the ASEAN Region,  to stress the promotion of gender equality and empowerment of women as a cross-cutting issue of all MDGs, to establish a bank of trainers and of networks of experts in MDGs, to conduct research of psycho-pedagogical impact for the spread of MDGs, to collaborate and cooperate with internal units of AIT and external institutions, to document research on related themes of the MDGs and to disseminate the impacts of MDGs.
Current Structure of the Center: Currently the activities and affairs of the center are managed by one Director (part time) and one full time Program Officer under the overall supervision of the President of AIT and the direct supervision of the Vice President (Development and Resources) of AIT. AIT has contributed generously to start the center and undertake few activities so far.

Some Achievements:

· ARCMDG/AIT has become a regular member of the UN-NGO-IRENE since 2009.
· ARCMDG has signed a MOU with the UNIFEM Regional office at Bangkok to carry out MDG related activities of mutual interests. 
· ASEAN Secretariat has graciously extended permission to use the ASEAN emblem along with the AIT emblem for the web site and letter head and other documents of the center.

· Use of UN emblem is not possible at present as communicated to us by Legal Affairs Division of the UN. However, ARCMDG will pursue further for seeking permission in this regard. 
Activities (Undertaken): 

1. Compiled and edited the MDG Round Table Report, March 2008 by Prof. Jayant Kumar Routray, Ms. Tamkare Thitithamtada and Mr. Camille Karbassi-Zadeh.

2. President of AIT and Director of the center had participated in the High-Level Segment of the Economic and Social Council and Annual Ministerial Review 2008 Meeting on “Implementing the internationally agreed goals (including the MDGs) and commitments in regard to sustainable development” during 30 June to 3 July 2008 at New York.

3. First Steering Committee meeting was held on 11 June 2008. Various issues were discussed how to strengthen the activities of the center at AIT.

4. A meeting was held on 16 September 2008 involving the MDG Key Resource Persons of AIT to work on the template for developing the training modules on four assigned goals.

5. Organized a research colloquium and prepared a document on the theme “Role of NGOs and Academia in Achieving the MDGs in Asia” jointly with the conference of Non-Governmental Organization in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO) on 25 Feb 2009. 

6. The web site of the ARCMDG was designed <http://arcmdg.ait.asia> and now put in place.

7. Brochure of the center has been finalized in consultation with the MCU of AIT, which will be printed soon for circulation.

8. Prof. Routray attended and participated in different sessions of the UN-ECOSOC Meeting at Geneva (6-9 July 2009) focused on the theme “Global Public Health and MDGs”. 

9. Training cum Study Visits program on “Project Management for Sustainable Hygiene, Sanitation and Water Supply” during 11-22 May 2009, jointly organized by Geoinformatics Center and ARCMDG.  This was supported by the Ministry of Local Government of Bangladesh.

10. Senior Executive Training & Study Visits on “ Information Technology for Development Planning, Management & Governance” for Government of India Officials, during 30 November – 11 December 2009, jointly Organized by Geoinformatics Center and ARCMDG, AIT.

Upcoming Activities:

1. 
A Seminar cum Study Tour Program on “Project Monitoring and Evaluation with Focus on Poverty Reduction and MDGs”, will be organized jointly with AIT Extension during 25– 30 Jan 2010, supported by the United Nations Development Programe (UNDP) of Bangladesh. 
2. 
A number of training courses relating to four goals (Goals 1, 3, 7 & 8) are under preparation for submission to the UNITAR. 
UNIFEM Project: 

UNIFEM Regional Office, Bangkok has extended funding support for the “Training Workshop and Thematic Research on Gender Mainstreaming and Economic Empowerment” Under this activity, the specific components are: 1. Development of the training modules on gender mainstreaming and equality and pilot testing using existing research including UNIFEM materials (expected to be held in May/June 2010); 2. A workshop on “MDGs analysis and operational indicators for gender mainstreaming and equality” to be held on 28-29 Jan 2010; and 3. Thematic Research on “Livelihood Assets and Economic Empowerments of the Home based Women Workers” is in progress in five countries – Bangladesh, Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam.

Future Collaboration

· ARCMDG, ACCSR, Yunus Center and SDCC of AIT will work together more closely to catalyze and help achievements of the MDGs in the ASEAN Region.

· AIT Extension and Geoinformatics Center will be main partners for implementing different training programs. 
AGENDA 5.  Open discussion on potential role of the ARCMDG and its regional integration
Members of the Board expressed their satisfaction on the progress achieved by ARCMDG since its establishment. Various comments and suggestions were made to operate closely in line with the ASEAN regional Roadmap for an ASEAN Community 2009-2015 to help achieving the MDGs through education, research and training in the ASEAN and beyond. The observation points, advices and suggestions are presented below on specific issues for further action.

1. The attendance in the ECOSOC Meeting at New York by President Prof. Irandoust and Prof. Routray should be expanded further by incorporating the speech made by the President to the General Assembly of the ECOSOC through UN-NGO-IRENE Platform. President highlighted the role and contribution of AIT over last 4 to 5 decades in imparting education and research for sustainable development, and meeting the needs of Asian region by contributing high skill human resource development and capacity building of many regional institutions.
2. The training programs to be undertaken by the center are open to everybody and flexible enough to accommodate the participants from the NGOs to high level policy making bodies. 
3. Since the ARCMDG has been recognized by the ASEAN Leaders, Dr. Tambunan stressed the importance   for the Center to realign its work with the ASEAN’s goals and priorities to ensure that the Center is relevant to ASEAN. The ARCMDG should find the way to contribute to the implementation of the “Roadmap for an ASEAN Community (2009-2015)”, including an Action pertaining to the development and implementation of an ASEAN Roadmap towards realizing the UN Millennium Development Goals (Ref. B.1.19.i). He suggested the Center to have regular interactions and reporting to the relevant ASEAN bodies having interest in the implementation of MDGs, such as the ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on Rural Development and Poverty Eradication (SOMRDPE) which is currently finalizing the “ASEAN Roadmap for Attainment of the MDGs”, In this regard, the ASEAN Secretariat would facilitate interaction and meetings with SOMRDPE, including a consultation at its meeting scheduled for September 2010 in Thailand.  In the mean time, the ASEAN Secretariat also suggested the Center to look into the possibility for the Center to assist ASEAN in finalizing the Roadmap and later its implementation.

4. The existing 19 regional centers of the SEAMEO could be taken as resource centers of the ARCMDG and used for building national center of excellence in respective countries. SEAMEO may be contacted for information and support in this regard. 
5. Dr. Hanifa suggested  sending a congratulation letter to the newly elected chair of the ECOSOC. Following her suggestion, a congratulation letter was prepared and sent to the new ECOSOC Chair (Malaysian Ambassador to the UN) on 2 February 2010   signed by AIT President, ARCMDG Board Chair and Director of the Center. 
6. It was suggested that a training module on Gender should be prepared as a priority matter and sent to UNITAR for approval. The proposal from the International Bureau of Children Rights, Canada; on a Training Module “The Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents in Thailand” could also be considered as joint activities, may be taken up with the IBCR. This may be a part of the long list of activities of the center.
7. Dr. Hanifa and Dr. Loriot mentioned about the 6th MDG Round Table to be held in April 2010 in Vietnam.  Peace Boat is involved in this RT, with a stop in Xiamen (China) on the way to Danang (Vietnam). The 6th Round Table will be held inclusive of MDG+10 issues and Beijing+15 on Women Empowerment. ARCMDG should take part in it to expand activities in China and Korea too.
8. No focal points have been identified so far, should be worked out in collaboration with MDG National Team in each country through UNDP.
9. In the line with the last colloquium on the role of NGOs in achieving MDGs held in Feb 2009, another colloquium on the role and contributions of private sectors towards achieving MDGs may be worked out. 
AGENDA 6.  Structure of the center

1. Currently the center is administered by one part time director and one full time program officer. Looking at the workload and given mission and objectives, a new management structure may have to be considered, taking into account the sustainability issue.   
2. Since only one meeting in a year is planned, an email platform may be created for discussions and seeking advices for working efficiently.
AGENDA 7. Promotion of and funding support for ARCMDG

1.
Members recommended for limiting the text in the draft version of the brochure of the center and to incorporate the statements made by the UN General Secretary in March 2008 on the occasion of its establishment. The word ‘endorsed’ in the brochure should be replaced by ‘welcomed’. Further it was suggested to incorporate the statements made in the 14th Summit of the ASEAN leaders at Hua Hin on 1 March 2009 . The Summit reaffirmed the commitment for attaining the MDGs by sharing information, experiences and best practices among the member states through relevant ASEAN bodies as well as through the ASEAN Regional Center on MDGs at AIT and other regional institutions.
2 The website of the center should include information of other centers/initiatives having similar activities particularly associated with MDGs. It was further suggested to include more relevant sites to make it a global web site.
3. The High Level UN Summit in September 2010 in New York will focus on MDGs achievements to work out further course of action. It was recommended for ARCMDG’s participation for keeping in touch with the relevant focal agencies/points in the UN System as well as increasing the visibility of the center.
4. Fund raising for supporting the activities of the ARCMDG is a great challenge at present. Ideas such as imparting education and research, capacity building through training, consulting, serving as clearing house for packaging information and product based on AIT strength over last 5 decades, etc. were floated for raising fund. However the Chair suggested for doing more home work how to synergize internally among other centers within AIT for mobilizing resources. Possibilities may be explored to link with funding support of the ASEAN/SEAMEO, dialogue with Partners/Donor Agencies as well as other sources of funding like the UN system and the multilateral development banks.
AGENDA 8.  Summary and Closing

Prof. Routray summarized the key points from the Meeting as follows:-

1. The ARCMDG will align its activities with ASEAN mandates as outlined in its Roadmap for an ASEAN Community and other relevant directives.

2. The center will work with other regional and international agencies to further its stated mission and goals.

3. The structure, sources of funding and institutional sustainability of the center are interlinked issues that require deeper thought and consideration.

AGENDA 9.  Vote of Thanks by the Director

The Director of ARCMDG thanked  all the  Board members, special invitees, President Prof. Irandoust, and VPRD Prof. Worsak for their kind participation in the meeting and providing a set of valuable guidance and directions for further growth and development of the center. 

The Chair also likewise conveyed his sincere appreciation to all members of the Board for taking their valuable time to attend the meeting and provided many useful advices and suggestions. He furthet expressed hope to receive continued support from them in the future to help ensure that the ARCMDG achieve its intended objectives.

AGENDA 10.  Lunch

The Meeting was adjourned at 12 noon and the Board Members were invited for  lunch at AITCC. 
A Sunchindah/JKRoutray
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