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Summary Report of the colloquium
“Role of NGOs and Academia in Achieving the MDGs in Asia”
On 25 February 2009, a colloquium entitled “Role of NGOs and Academia in Achieving the MDGs in Asia” was held in the AIT Conference Center (Room 108) at the initiative of the ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence on MDGs (ARCMDG) in close collaboration with the Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO). The colloquium coincided with the Board Meeting of CONGO held at AIT during 23 – 25 February, 2009. This was the first CONGO Board meeting held in the South since its inception, 60 years ago in 1949. 

The colloquium was declared opened by the Director of the MDG Center, Prof. Jayant K. Routray who also served as the Panel Chairman for the event. In his welcome address to the speakers and participants, Prof. Routray mentioned that the year 2015 is not far from now and stressed that the time has come for rapid implementation, including the need for a firm schedule, funding commitments and a tangible strategy in order to achieve the MDGs. He emphasized that the MDGs arguably represent the greatest opportunity and challenge for alleviating poverty and improving quality of life globally in our time. Their achievements will require maximizing all available resources and capitalizing on all available actors. This colloquium partially sets the basis for such mechanism.
Professor Routray highlighted that the current situation of global financial crisis and climate changes coupled with frequent occurrence of natural calamities and disasters are among the challenges faced by all nations including the ASEAN today. He described the specific and alarming ways in which climate change is already impacting the ASEAN countries, stressing that poverty reduction and climate change mitigation are interlinked phenomena that has to be addressed together at a time. However, he stated that these turbulences facing the ASEAN cannot put the MDGs on hold, but on the contrary help meeting them more urgently. 
Prof. Routray highlighted with enthusiasm the strategic role played by AIT in promoting Sustainable Development in the region, as well as its long standing position as a development partner with many other organizations including NGOs. He pointed out that over the years; AIT has evolved many cutting age programs and trainings that are relevant to the socio-economic and environmental needs of the Asian region.  
Sharing from his over 20 years of teaching and research experience in Thailand, Prof. Routray said that Thailand’s commitment to embrace the MDGs and the national development strategy has been very evident. As a matter of fact, Thailand can be said to have so far attained all most all goals set out in the MDGs. He implored that the best experiences of Thailand in achieving MDGs at the highest levels can be transferred to transform the neighboring least developed countries and also serve as a model to rest of the developing world. 
Inaugurating the colloquium on behalf of the AIT President, Professor Vilas Wuwongse, Vice President for External Relations; welcomed the participants to the colloquium. He pointed out that AIT is proud to host the CONGO Board Meeting and described the joint colloquium as a great day for AIT. Prof. Vilas highlighted the facts that how about a year ago AIT was declared as the ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence on MDGs by the UN Secretary General. He announced to the excitement of the participants, about AIT’s recent admission as a member of the CONGO. He mentioned that it is indeed a great privilege as 

AIT can actively participate within the UN system and be a part of the extensive CONGO network. Furthermore, AIT’s membership of CONGO is a positive step towards the long-term partnership between AIT and CONGO as well as that confers on AIT the opportunity to be active in more than 38 CONGO committees for coordinating and promoting NGO inputs and experiences about main issues and topics related to the UN agenda.

In conclusion, he wished all the participants the best of stay in AIT and safe journey back to their destinations. Following the inauguration, Prof. Routray paid tribute to Prof. Vilas for sparing his time to be at the colloquium and extending his strong support for the ARCMDG at AIT.  
In his brief remarks, Mr. Liberato Bautista, CONGO President, on behalf of the CONGO Officials and Board Members, expressed sincere gratitude to AIT for the warm welcome received at AIT.  Mr. Bautista, also shared about the importance of such dialogue of engaging the academia and highlighted the MDGs as “Minimum Development Goals” to be achieved by joint efforts of GO, NGO, Public, Private and Civil Societies.

He posed the challenge, by pointing that the MDGs set out a bold vision for “larger freedom” in the foreseeable future. That vision he said holds out the promise of a new pattern of global integration built on the foundations of a greater equity, social justice, and respect for human rights. It is the responsibility of today’s academia to make every effort to contribute its maximum to the successful creation of this new pattern of global integration. Mr. Bautista cautioned that today’s universities do not have the option to walk away from the challenges that have been outlined in the MDGs. He further stressed that “those academicians who are deprived from, or deprive themselves of taking those challenges on their academic discourses run the risk of making themselves irrelevant to the aspirations and survival of the human race in the 21st century”.

Mr. Peter French, Acting Regional Director, UN World Food Programme at Bangkok, delivered a speech on "World Food Program (WFP) perspectives on MDGs" and highlighted the strategic plan for its achievement. Mr. French systematically discussed on the 8 goals one by one and showed the efforts and contributions made by WFP on each one.

Mr. French began first by highlighting on the WFP and its work. He pointed out that as the United Nations frontline agency in the fight against hunger, WFP is continually responding to emergencies. It saves lives by delivering food to the hungry first. WFP also works to help the hungry gain food security for the future. This is done through programs that use food as a means to build assets, spread knowledge and nurture stronger, more dynamic communities. To achieve its objectives, Mr. French showed that WFP has developed expertise in a range of areas including Food Security Analysis, Nutrition, Food Procurement and Logistics. Thanks to its expertise in all these areas, WFP reaches an average of 100 million people a year with food assistance. WFP currently have operations in 77 countries.
Eradicating hunger, part of the MDG No.1, is the key to development. Mr. French posed that while people are hungry, all other development activities are thwarted. The hungry can concentrate little other than their next meal. Hungry mothers give birth to hungry children, who, if they live long enough, grow into hungry adults.
Although the proportion of hungry people in the world has declined over the past few years, Mr. French said, the actual number of undernourished people has been rising for the past decade – mainly due to population growth and demand from the developing world. He pointed that WFP is on track to meet the goal of halving the proportion of hungry people by 2015 in East and South-East Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, the European part of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and in North Africa. However, in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, where malnutrition is at the highest, WFP has a long way to go. In parts of West Asia and the Asian countries in the CIS, there has either been no progress or even a deterioration of the situation.

Mr. French highlighted that WFP's role in achieving the first MDG is clear. Whether through its emergency operations or its relief or development projects, WFP's focus is on making certain that food reaches hungry people. WFP's mission statement emphasizes that WFP's activities aim to save lives, improve nutrition and quality of life among vulnerable people and help promote self-reliance. 

However, WFP's work also helps toward the second MDG - universal primary education. Through its school meal projects WFP encourages parents to keep their children in school. WFP's food assistance can also play an important role in meeting another five of the eight MDGs: empowering women, reducing child and maternal mortality, improving maternal health, combating AIDS and ensuring environmental sustainability.

Among the poor, there is often not enough food at home, and most schools in developing countries lack canteens or cafeterias. School meal is a good way to channel vital nourishment to poor children. Having a full stomach also helps them to concentrate better on their lessons. In countries where school attendance is low, the promise of at least one nutritious meal each day boosts enrolment and promotes regular attendance. Parents are motivated to send their children to school instead of keeping them at home to work or care for siblings. In the poorest parts of the world, school feeding programs can double primary school enrolment in one year. Among the key beneficiaries are girls, who otherwise may never be given the opportunity to learn.

WFP's school feeding programmes work towards achieving several Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The programs directly address the goals of reducing hunger by half and achieving universal primary education by 2015, and of achieving gender parity in education by 2005. School feeding contributes over the long term to combating poverty but it also helps to reduce disease. It provides a platform for directly addressing child health and nutrition, for example through deworming schemes. It can also be a platform for other health interventions. Mr. French summarized that in essence the school feeding program serves the following,  act as a safety net for poor families; help students concentrate and keep them in school; encourage parents to send girls to school and offer important nutritional benefits.
Realizing that the MDGs will need more and more resources and more will be needed from all stakeholders: the public and private sectors, United Nations agencies, NGOs, communities and individuals. Mr. French pointed out that over the years WFP has developed strong logistics through its work and has been called upon many occasions by other agencies of the UN and NGOs to provide leadership in this direction. Compared to other regions, he said regionally Asia is on target to achieving the MDGs. 

Dr. Mokbul Morshed Ahmad, Assistant Professor of Regional & Rural Development Planning in AIT also made a valuable contribution speaking on the topic “The MDG Challenges of the NGOs,” which drew attention and generated lots of discussion. He cogently demonstrated the vital and unique roles that NGOs play in ensuring the promise of the MDGs is met through a wide range of citizen actions and engagements. The speaker’s vast knowledge about the NGOs in our contemporary, globalized society makes clear what roles they are playing now and can do more in our collective call against poverty.
Dr. Ahmad began by pointing out that NGOs have been highlighted by governments and global leaders as an important actor, but without better understanding of their potential, roles, and challenges to their effectiveness, we are not likely to fully tap their contribution and thus will be further challenged in achieving the MDGs. 

He went further by saying that the desire to cut poverty by 2015 has had marginal success because the chronic poor are not a priority, emphasizing that poverty is defined by a lack of power, and that poverty eradication is an intensely political issue. First and foremost there is a need to define as well as identify the chronic poor among us and reach them if the MDG is to be attained. Dr. Ahmad went further to illustrate who are the chronic poor as well as outlining the causes of chronic poverty.
However, what has remained disturbing is that the politicians who stand to advocate the MDGs do not know by themselves and appreciate what really MDGs are and what it stands for but see the MDGs as new dictum to their political vocabulary and jargons. So they do the talk and not the action. The clarion call resounded by Dr. Ahmad is ‘It is time to move from promises to concrete actions’.  

While a number of Asian countries have made notable progress on some goals, says Dr. Ahmad, no African country is likely to achieve all of the MDGs by 2015, on the basis of current trends. Mr. Ahmad highlighted that one of the strength and beauty of the MDG is the fact that the goals have been most carefully constructed with clear targets defined for each goal, and a limited set of indicators selected. Together, these goals express the multi dimensions of poverty reduction and human development in the form of time-bound quantitative targets, making the goals something that every citizen of this world can understand and relate to in a very tangible way. MDGs therefore help to make development local – and thus provide a unique development entry point into political debates by focusing on the issues that really matter to ordinary people. As such, the MDGs are also the ultimate “bottom-up and grassroots development agenda”.

Although the issue of receiving or not receiving aid remain controversial, Dr. Ahmad underlined that delivering effective aid is a prerequisite to achieving the MDGs, hence the importance of stepping up assistance to least developed countries (LDCs), and of coordinating the efforts of different international organizations. Dr. Ahmad pointed out that under MDG # 8 ‘the partnership goal,’ the contribution expected from that developed countries should address the provision of increased volumes of aid, the improvement of aid effectiveness, and the adaptation of their national policies in matters that have significance for global development such as debt management, trade regulations, and investment issues.
Ms. Anna Biondi, Deputy Director, Bureau of Workers' Activities, ILO spoke on the topic “MDGs and Decent Work: An ILO Perspective.” Sharing from her many years of working experience with the labor movement far back in her native country Italy and then with ILO,  Ms Biondi presented multidimensional issues and provided different options how to achieve MDGs through decent work, which is the prime mover for all other goals. She reiterated that goal of ‘decent work for all” and the pledges in the Millennium Declaration go hand in hand
Together with partners, the ILO’s work aims at the “more peaceful, prosperous and just world” envisaged in the Millennium Declaration. It does this through policy advice, information dissemination, research, statistics, technical assistance, capacity building, standards and advocacy.

Ms. Biondi pointed that the ILO works closely with other multilateral organizations and civil societies in support of the Millennium Declaration. The ILO’s structure, she highlighted that comprising representatives of employers and workers as well as governments, brings together vital allies in the fight against poverty. Their participation in crafting a poverty reduction strategy supports its sustainability. Thus, the ILO's unique experience in adopting international labor standards through dialogue involving governments, employers and workers has produced universal social norms, and methods of assisting in and monitoring their implementation. These standards form part of international human rights law and national legal systems.
In conclusion Ms. Biondi noted that the Millennium Declaration notes that “the central challenge we face today is to ensure that globalization becomes a positive force for the entire people of the world”.  She calls that “decent work for all should be seen and made a global goal to be pursued through more coherent policy within the multilateral system”. With the political will to make the Millennium Declaration, a fair globalization and decent work a reality, she concluded poverty truly can be vanished.

A short DVD presentation from the Church World Service (Asia Pacific Office at Bangkok) titled on “MDG and Water” was made. The presentation illustrated the path for achieving poverty reduction, gender development and sustainable environment with efficient utilization of water through setting right goal, hard work and commitment. 

In closing, Professor Routray thanked and encouraged participants to create an environment in which favorable attitudes toward achieving the MDG exist. He reminded the participants that MDG can and should be tailored to country realities and priorities. This “tailoring” must balance ambition with realism: over-ambitious targets are not likely to trigger action; non-challenging targets are unlikely to mobilize extra resources. In this sense, the MDGs are also a powerful tool for mobilizing political commitment around country-owned strategies to implement the outcomes of UN conferences.
The discussion was concluded by common agreement that the current time frame (2015) needs to be extended beyond to achieve fully the objectives of the MDGs and making the world fully free from poverty. The colloquium ended at 4:40pm, which was followed by a group photo session outside the venue. 

Annex 1 
Colloquium – Role of NGOs and Academia in Achieving the MDGs in Asia

Welcome Address by 
Prof. Jayant K. Routray

Director, ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence on MDGs

Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok, Thailand

Good Afternoon, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Prof. Vilas Wuwongse, Vice President of External Relations,
Mr. Bautista, CONGO President, the CONGO Board Members,
Our honored guests and friends, Dear Panelists of the Colloquium, and 

My colleagues and students of AIT.
I have the great pleasure of welcoming you all to this colloquium. This is jointly organized by the ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence on MDGs at AIT and the CONGO (Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations). Thank you for your kind presence and participation in this colloquium. Prof. Vilas, thank you very much, for sparing your valuable time for this colloquium.

This topic is of high relevance to AIT, for Asia as well as for the CONGO because of our common and shared vision of development, and attempts for making a world free from poverty. This is not an easy task. The year 2015 is not very from now. In 2008 the countries through United Nations have reaffirmed the commitments to work together for achieving MDGs. In the current scenario of climate change, frequent natural calamities and disasters, global financial crisis, there is an urgent need to revisit the MDGs in order to bring new perspectives.

AIT is playing a catalytic role in bringing changes through education, research, outreach, and networking activities for promoting sustainable development in the region, reflecting several issues linking with MDGs and education for sustainable development. Therefore, AIT has been recognized by the UN System for its past contributions and given the new responsibilities through MDG Center for the ASEAN region. I have already circulated few pages about our new center and activities.

AIT is no different from any NGO/INGO and non-profit organization. AIT educates and trains people from NGO and Development Organizations, particularly in SERD. AIT works with NGOs as development partners in different research and development projects. Hence CONGO is our right partner to work together in furthering the cause of development in the least developed countries. Our ties and relationship will be stronger after obtaining an associate membership of the CONGO very shortly. The presence of the CONGO in this colloquium is an honor to AIT. I express my gratitude to the President and Board members of the CONGO for their decision in holding the meeting as well as the colloquium in AIT.   

Today’s colloquium is rightfully thought and hence organized here. Thailand is an interesting country, which has achieved the MDGs in most of the indicators and not very far from achieving fully in near future. Thailand is relatively well developed as compared to the surrounding least developed countries, such as Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar. A lot of things have to be done in the areas of MDGs in surrounding countries drawing lessons and best practices from Thailand. You will find one sheet in the folder to check the status of Thailand in terms of MDGs achievements.

I have also circulated the program sheet for your kind reference. The sequence of activities is given in the program. I take this opportunity to introduce our three panelists. The first speaker today is Mr. Peter French, Acting Director, Regional Bureau for Asia of UN World Food Programme and he will speak on the topic “World Food Programmme Perspective on MDGs”. Next speaker is Dr. M. M. Ahmad, Assistant Professor, Regional and Rural Development Planning, Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok and he has chosen to speak on “The MDG Challenges of the NGOs”. The third speaker is Ms. Anna Biondi, Deputy Director, Bureau of Workers' Activities, ILO, Geneva. She will discuss on “MDGs and Decent Work: An ILO Perspective”. 
Hope that all of you will enjoy the discussion and contribute to this colloquium by sharing your observations and comments. I am thankful to Mr. Othniel Mintang Yila, Doctoral student for Regional and Rural development Planning Field of Study, who has kindly agreed to be the rapporteur of this meeting.
Thank you all.

Prof. Jayant K. Routray, Director, ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence on MDGs 
25 February 2009
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Colloquium – Role of NGOs and Academia in Achieving the MDGs in Asia

Inaugural Speech and Remarks

By Prof. Vilas Wuwongse


Vice President, External Relations

Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok, Thailand

On behalf of all members of the Asian Institute Technology (AIT) community, first of all I would like to extend my warm welcome to the CONGO Board of Directors, CONGO officials, distinguished guests, colleagues, AIT students and friends for the research Colloquium on "Role of NGOs and Academia in Achieving the MDGs in Asia", jointly organized by the ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence on MDGs at AIT and CONGO. 

It is a great privilege for us to be the co-organizer of this event and it is a very special occasion for us today at AIT. Please allow me to take a few minutes to share with you some words about the ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence on MDGs at AIT which was established during the 2-day event of the “ASEAN Region Roundtable on ECOSOC’s Promotion and Achievement of Millennium Development Goals through Education and Outreach” which was held in March 2008. 

It was a great honour for AIT to be the co-organizer of this event along with UN agencies – UNDESA, UNITAR and ECOSOC, supported by AIFMOD, the Thai Ministry of Social Development and Human Security, National Economic and Social Development Board (NESDB), and the National Economic and Social Advisory Council of Thailand. Some of the various sponsors included UNIFEM, the multinational energy company TOTAL, World for World Organization, and the Canadian CIDA - AIT Southeast Asia Urban Environmental Management Applications (SEA-UEMA) Project. 

Through this two-day ASEAN Region Roundtable, we witnessed the establishment of an ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence hosted at AIT, which supports and nurtures partnerships amongst ASEAN government, non-governmental organizations and academic and training institutions at the national levels; and, foremost, support national and local Centers of excellence on MDGs, based in other South East Asian Countries. 

The Regional Center of Excellence in Thailand functions as a coordinator for the ASEAN region, and contributes to raising awareness and capacity building on MDGs. The Regional Center also helps and supports institutions of civil society and NGOs willing to become Centers of Excellence on specific MDG issues. The Center is headed by the Director - Prof. Jayant Routray of AIT who is the panel chairperson today for the colloquium. We are very grateful to him for his initiative to hold the colloquium and his services extended to the Center.

The overall objective of the ASEAN Region Roundtable was to create awareness and bring together high level decision makers, experts, policy makers and representatives from civil society to deliberate on the challenges South East Asian countries face in achieving the Millennium Development Goals. Participants to the Roundtable generated strategies aiming at improving and expanding capacity of institutions and professionals to cope with the MDG challenges. New educational and training tools were proposed, offering to academic institutions and trainers, new pedagogical approaches adjusted and adapted to MDG needs. Taking into account the achievements of the four previous regional Roundtables, this conference helped implement the Millennium Development Goals in South East Asia, in time for 2015.

AIT is privileged by the trust and confidence expressed by its partners, in hosting the ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence at AIT. This noble initiative is very much attuned and aligned to AIT’s mission and development objectives in the region and beyond. Through this unique platform, AIT together with its partners, pledges to actively work with decision makers, experts, policy makers and representatives from civil society towards meeting the challenges in achieving the MDGs. 

We are honored and proud to have also received the blessing and support of the United Nations Secretary-General, His Excellency Mr. Ban-Ki Moon, who delivered a special video message to the gathering for the establishment on the ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence at AIT. 

 
Finally, I wish us all success in the colloquium. As today is also the last day of the CONGO Board Meeting, on behalf of the AIT community, I would like to wish you all a safe journey home and we hope that you enjoyed your stay here at AIT and you are returning with happy memories of AIT and we do hope to see you soon in the near future.

Thank you very much. 
Prof. Vlias Wuwongse, Vice President, External Relations, AIT, Bangkok

25 February 2009
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Program of the Colloquim 
On
Role of NGOS and Academia in Achieving the MDGs in Asia

A joint activity of the ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence on MDGs (ARCMDG) and Conference of Non-Governmental Organisations in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO)

(25 February 2009, AIT Conference Centre, B108, 13.30 -16.30)

Panel Speakers

1. Mr. Peter French, Acting Director, Regional Bureau for Asia, UN World Food Programme (Topic: World Food Programmme Perspective on MDGs)

2. Dr. M. M. Ahmad, Assistant Professor, Regional and Rural Development Planning, Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok (Topic: The MDG Challenges of the NGOs)

3. Ms. Anna Biondi, Deputy Director, Bureau of Workers' Activities, ILO (Topic: MDGs and Decent Work: An ILO Perspective)

Program

1. Welcome by Prof. Jayant K. Routray, Director of the ASEAN Regional Center of Excellence on MDGs and Chairperson of the Panel discussion

2. Inauguration by Prof. Vilas Wuwongse, Vice President of External Relations, AIT

3. Brief Remarks by Mr. Liberato Bautista, CONGO President

4. Panel Discussion (Panel Speakers: Mr. French, Dr. Ahmad, and Ms. Biondi)

5. Short DVD Presentation on MDG and Water by the Church World Service, Asia Pacific 
6. Concluding remarks by the Panel Chairperson

Rapporteur: Mr. Othniel Mintang Yila, Regional and Rural Development Planning, Asian Institute of Technology, Bangkok
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